United States History Research Paper

[bookmark: _GoBack]You will write a 750 word, analytical thesis based essay on a contemporary cultural issue. The areas listed below set the framework to investigate specific issues currently facing Americans.  Once an area of interest has been selected you will need to investigate the topic further to determine a narrowed focus to examine.  Limit the scope to an examination of the issue as it presents itself in the 21st century.  The thesis is required to establish a position (politically or morally) on the focused topic you have selected.

Remember through research, thinking, writing, and remembering, your writing becomes more specific rather than general, which also allows for more sophisticated analysis.

Areas of focus are listed below but your topic within the area is not limited to the itemized items.
Immigration 
New Immigrants p. 809-10
Asia, Latin America, and the Caribbean
Immigration Act of 1965; Immigration Reform and Control Act (1986)
			Today? Amnesty for undocumented immigrants?

Environmental Issues  
Nuclear Energy
Three Mile Island (ch 28)
Chernobyl
Gulf Oil Spill (ch 29)
Global Warming/Climate Change-  Solutions?
	
Human Rights
			Repressive Regimes
			China’s One Child Policy
			Religious Freedom in the Middle East
	
Gender Issues
DOMA and civil unions p. 844 	Status?
			What defines “traditional family values”?
			Repercussions or not in changing the definition of marriage?

Abortion
			Judicial Restraint and the Rehnquist Court p. 832
Divisive issue
				Pro-Choice v Right-to-Life movement
Ban, or limit abortions?  To what extent?

Great Recession: 2008
			Economic Crisis and “Remaking America” p. 846-847			
Role of federal government in economic recovery?


Requirements:

Content Sources: 
Since the topics are ones of controversy, you must be very careful with the internet sources you access.  Be sure to use reputable sources as well as investigating sources from BOTH sides of the issue.  One of the surest ways to ruin your paper is with inaccurate information from an advocacy site that does not care about accuracy but just putting forth their own dogma.
1 Primary Source
Secondary Sources:  
4 other sources for a total of 5 minimum (this is not the bibliography page list but the notes page which contains the cited sources)
		

Paper Content Requirements:
Source for information of the research paper format: Pocket Style Manual 

1. 750 words 
2. 4 direct quotes (maximum; you may use less)
3. Chicago Style (see checklist before the final draft rubric for details)


Rubrics for Research Essay Submissions

First- Thesis and Bibliography Page Rubric (50Pts)
Thesis

	_______Approved Thesis 				25 points (100%)
	
	_______Submitted needing minor revision 		21 points (84%)

	_______Submitted needing major revision 
(content, roadmap thesis		18 points (72%)
			Missing “A and P” components)

Proper Citation

_______Proper form 				(5 points)
	_______5 sources or more			(10 points)
	
_______Chicago Style issues 		(10 points)
		(double spacing. Title page, 
use of header, 1in. margins etc. see checklist below)

Second- Outline of paper (with Thesis Corrections) and Bibliography Rubric  (50Pts)
Thesis and Evidence
		_______Approved Thesis 
Supported with evidence in outline	25 points (100%)
		_______Submitted needing minor revision 		21 points (84%)
		_______Submitted needing major revision 		18 points (72%)
		_______Outline minimal summary			12 points (60%)
		_______Outline without approved thesis		10 points (50%)

Proper Citation
	_______5 sources or more			(10 points)
_______Chicago Style issues 		(15 points)
	

Chicago Style- Checklist  
TITLE PAGE
		Centered						_______
		Proper sequence 
			Top: Paper’s title				_______
			Middle: Name					_______
			Bottom: Class/teacher/date			_______
			No page number on title page			_______

HEADER	Last Name page# top right corner			_______
		Last Name page# on each page after title page  		_______
FORM
		Times New Roman font	(12 count)			_______
Double spaced (title page and body)			_______
		Nothing in bold type					_______
		Periods before quotation marks				_______
		No extra lines between paragraphs			_______
		Margins measure 1”
			Top						_______
			Bottom						_______
			Right side					_______
			Left side					_______
NOTES PAGE
	In text:
Consecutive/Superscripted numbers at end of sentence	___________
		Number place AFTER sentence period			___________
Body paragraphs- at least one cite to establish evidence	___________
	Notes page:
Title centered						___________
Single spaced						___________
		(Author or “title”)					___________
		Use of Ibid/shortened second entry as appropriate	___________
		All entries on Notes page appear in the Bibliography	___________
BIBLIOGRAPY PAGE
		Title centered					___________
Single spaced					___________
		List in alphabetical order			___________
		List NOT numbered				___________
		Form
			Internet sources- date modified/accessed	___________
			Entries ended with a period		___________
			Author/ “title”				___________
			Publisher/ Internet site			___________
Antigone source done as translated work	___________
	

Third- Final Draft Rubric
Thesis								/25
T1	Sophisticated, insightful, crystal clear
T2	“Drives” the whole paper
T3	Offers analysis answering “why?”

Evidence							/35
E1	Body paragraphs support thesis with accurate facts and examples
· Three examples per body paragraph is ideal

E2	Evidence shows signs of creative thought, not just a cataloguing of facts
E3	Properly integrates the use of required sources
E4	Properly integrates the use of quotes

Warrant							/30				
W1	The argument of the paper is clearly stated supporting thesis
· Either:    Claim, Evidence, Evidence, Evidence, Warrant      
 Claim, Evidence, Warrant, E,W,E,W
W2	The ideas of the paper flow logically

Structure							/30
S1	Proper Introduction
· Provide historical background
· Interesting hook to grab the reader
· Introduction ends with a one-sentence thesis

S2	Strong Body Paragraphs
· Each body paragraph begins with a clear Claim (topic sentence)
· Each Body paragraph is well organized reflecting the Claim 

S3	Proper Conclusion
· No new information is introduced in the conclusion
· Restate the Thesis and main arguments of the body paragraphs
· Say something interesting – this is the last word!

Mechanics 							/30
M1	Excellent sentence structure, grammar, punctuation
M2	The paper fulfills all Chicago Style requirements
M3	The bibliography is properly formatted
M4	All of the required sources are end noted properly in the paper	
				
Thesis submission		________/50
Outline			________/50
Final Draft total points	________/150
                              		
Total score________________/250			
